Mrs. Counts’ 

Rules for Success in 7th Grade Science

Welcome!

I am excited and privileged to be teaching each of you this year.  With your participation we will have a wonderful and successful year.  This year we will be concentrating on many topics such as cells and how they work, body systems, Earth and the processes that shape it, and matter and energy.  This class will teach this diverse range of topics as well as the depth required of any science course covering the Indiana Science Standards for 7th grade.  This year I am one of many teachers participating in a state grant allowing us to use science kits that include many hands-on activities that you will enjoy.  We will focus on real world applications utilizing multiple resources such as our text, videos, current magazines, the Internet, and several other resources. 

Necessary Skills:

Following Directions – Necessary in the classroom as well as the real world

Attention to Detail – Will help make you a better reader and learner

Critical Thinking – Helps you to make the tough decisions and appreciate diverse     

                                  perspectives

Good Work Ethic – Helps promote character

Respect - Respect your teacher, your peers, and all classroom property.  If you’re having   a problem with something or someone, I expect you to discuss it privately with me.  I will always treat you fairly and with respect.

Expectations and rules:

· Be in your seat with the class assignment and all supplies when the bell rings
· Follow directions the first time given
· Turn in assignments on time and participate in class discussions

· Do not bother others or their belongings

· No calling out, screaming, teasing, name-calling or cursing
· Sit quietly in your seat at the end of class until you are dismissed.  I dismiss the class…not the bell!
Rewards:

· Verbal praise

· Positive note or phone call home

· Special class activities

Consequences:

1st offense:  I will speak with you individually

2nd offense:  I will call home 
3rd offense:  15 minute lunch detention or office referral (my discretion)
*Steps 1 and 2 can be skipped depending on the situation.

Grades:

All assignments, quizzes and tests are given a point value.  At the end of the grading period your total points earned divided by the total points possible will determine your grade.

Grade Scale:  90 – 100% = A

                        80 – 89%   = B

                        70 – 79%   = C

                        60 – 69%   = D

                        0  -- 59%   = F

Absences:

Attendance is vital to good performance.  You are allowed one day for every day absent to make up assignments.  It is your responsibility on the day you return to check for missed work.  All makeup work, including labs, will be made up on the student’s own time.  You may get help from me before or after school.  Makeup work may be different than the original assignment.

Supplies:

3 prong folder with pockets (any color)
#2 pencil (mechanical or wooden)
Blue/Black pens (optional)
Filler paper (your choice wide or college rule)
$5 science fee

Netbooks: Netbooks should be closed at all times throughout class unless you are instructed to open them for an assignment.  You will be given information on how to use the netbooks appropriately.  They can be a valuable tool.  However, if you are caught using the net books inappropriately during an assignment, disciplinary action will be taken.

Leaving during class:

In the interest of using our class time efficiently, you need to use passing time for restroom breaks.  If you MUST go to the restroom or locker after class has started, you will need to ask permission and fill in the date, time, and destination on the “Hallway Pass” in your Agenda book.  Once I have initialed my approval, take this with you as your hall pass.  No agenda….no pass. I may limit the number of hall passes you may use during the semester, so use them wisely!
Return slip below by Monday, August 20.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read the rules for Mrs. Counts’ science class and understand the expectations.
Student Signature ______________________________   Class Period _______
Parent Signature _______________________________

Parent e-mail _____________________________________________

